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ACTION EUR-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EURE-00 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-07 H-03 
INR-11 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-07 PA-04 RSC-01 PRS-01 SP-03 
SS-20 USIA-15 OMB-01 CIEP-03 AID-20 IGA-02 ACDA-19 
AF-10 SAM-01 IO-14 EB-11 DRC-01 AEC-11 INT-08 AGR-20 
/222 W 

010036 

P 031300Z SEPT 74 
FM AMCONSUL PONTA DELGADA 
TO AMEMBASSY LISBON PRIORITY 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 1014 

UNCLAS PONTA DELGADA 153 

E.O.l 1652: N/A 

TAGS : PFOR, MARR, PO 

SUBJECT : MARIO SOARES PRESS CONFERENCE AT PONTA DELGADA 

1. AT PRESS CONFERENCE HELD PONTA DELGADA SEPTEMBER 2, 

(PUBLISHED SEPTEMBER 3) MARIO SOARES ASKED POSITION OF 
SOCIALIST PARTY RE AMERICAN BASE AT LAJES. RESPONSE IN FOLLOWING 
TERMS. SOCIALIST PARTY IN FAVOR PEACE AND DISARMAMENT AND PRESENT 
SYSTEM OF COLLECTIVE SECURITY, ESPECIALLY IN EUROPE, NOT MOST 
SATISFACTORY. ATLANTIC PACT, HOWEVER, MUST CONTINUE TO EXIST AS 
LONG AS DOES WARSAW PACT, AND MFA POLICY IS ONE OF LOYALTY TO 
ATLANTIC ALLIANCE. 

2. PROBLEMS ARISING FROM BASE NOT MILITARY. SOARES SAID HE COULD 
VERIFY (AFTER VISITING TERCEIRA) THAT POPULATION THERE IN GENERAL 
NOT HOSTILE TO EXISTENCE OF BASE BECAUSE IT CONTRIBUTES TO LOCAL 
ECONOMY AND DEVELOPMENT. PROBLEM IS ONE OF PROPER COMPENSATION. 

3. FOR FIRST TIME, PORTUGAL WILL REQUEST ECONOMIC BENEFITS. AS LONG 
AGO AS KENNEDY ADMINISTRATION, U.S. PUT PRESSURE ON PORTUGAL TO 
SETTLE AFRICAN PROBLEM ON BASIS OF SELF-DETERMINATIONN OFFERERING 
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ECONOMIC SUPPORT. THIS REJECTED BY FORMER REGIME IN FAVOR 
EXTRACTING 

U.S. POLITICAL SUPPORT IN INTERNATIONAL FORUMS. 

PORTUGAL NOW FOLLOWING POLICY ORIGINALLY ADVOCATED BY U.S. DOES NOT 
REQUIRE POLITICAL SUPPORT, HENCE WILLING TO ACCEPT ECONOMIC SUPPORT 
IN EXCHANGE FOR BASE RIGHTS. SPECIFICATLLY MENTIONED WERE WHEAT AND 
MILITARY AID, WHICH STILL NEEDED DESPITE TERMINATION OF COLONIAL WARS. 

AZORES TO RECEIVE BENEFIT OF PART OF U.S. COMPENSATION. SPECIFICALLY 
MENTIONED WERE DEVELOPMENT OF GEOTHERMIC ENERGY AND INDEMNIZATION 
FOR 

OWNERS OF LAND ON WHICH BASE LOCATED. 

4. DETAILS OF VISIT FOLLOWS. 

DANIELS 
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